“Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way
more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. (Ephesians 4:15)”


Dear Friends:

During the past weeks, we have been studying the book of Ephesians at worship.  This wonderful, encouraging, courageous book was written to strengthen and guide new Christians who were in a very hostile and immoral place.

Their task, though, was not simply to survive and keep their faith.  Christ had chosen them and given them the Holy Spirit in order to “speak the truth in love” to the world around them.  That’s our task too, to be a Christian by sharing our faith in Christ with people around us---and do it “in words.”  While the old hymn :”They’ll know we are Christians by our love”  is much beloved in the church—it isn’t really accurate.  Love in this world comes from all kinds of sources and all kinds of ways.  People will know we are Christians by our words.  And sharing Christ—speaking the truth in love—is what we, the body of Christ are called to do.

We used to excuse ourselves by saying that it was impolite to talk about religion to other people.  Who are we to force our faith or our church on anyone?  But lately we are discovering that people out there really WANT to talk about God and faith!  People are questioning and searching.  Many are expressing doubt that there is a God at all.  People are willing to listen to someone who has Christ in their life and to hear how Christ makes a difference.  People want to hear your story!  Just remember that we need to speak respectfully, honesty and non-judgementally.  And our task is not to convince or convert anyone (that’s the Holy Spirit’s task.) We speak the truth in love, “in words.”

Many of you were away this summer.  One way to look at that, is that the community has scattered to witness as missionaries.  Like Paul, our people have gone to far-away places to relax and sit in the summer goodness. Paul also says in this letter: “Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days.(Eph 5:16)”  Going away is a wonderful opportunity to meet new people, share relaxed conversations, and think about faith more deeply.  What an accomplishment to come home and not merely say:”I enjoyed myself”, but to say “I had some wonderful conversations with people about my Christian faith.”  Jesus promises he will say:  “Well done, good and faithful servant!”

Another hindrance to being a Christian “in words” is that people say: “I am not sure what to say.” Or “ What if people ask questions I can’t answer?”   The more we are Christians “in words” the more we realize we need to hear the Word and study it, talk about it with other Christians, and be nurtured in our faith.  Bible study was never intended to be for our “own edification.” It is meant to be training to be an “in words” Christian.

To be a Christian in our time is to be one  “in words.”

Pastor Peter
